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The purpose of the letter was to address the clergymen. Whereas Martin was jailed in the Birmingham city jail, he received information that the activities they were engaged in were being termed “unwise and untimely.”  As a result, he took the time to answer the critics of his work and ideas. He chose not to use the secretaries to do the work, but do it himself since in office, he would have been engaged in constructive work. However, he felt that the men (critics) had written their criticism with good intention and with a lot of sincerity. Martin hoped that his response would have been or reasonable terms (King Jr, 2002). 
The development of the essay adopted the strategy of explanatory. The letter was quite detailed for the critics to fully understand the reason as to why Martin Luther Junior took part in those protests.  The clergymen wanted to distance themselves from him. However, he wanted them to feel that he was also part of them. As a result, he addressed them as, “My Dear Clergymen:” which made it impossible for them to fully disassociate themselves from him and the protests he was undertaking (King Jr, 2002). The strategy that he was applying of explanatory was also geared towards showing that he was also part of them and that they should not feel disappointed by his actions or inactions. 
 The letters also served to show some justification that not all things that were lawful just. In paragraph seventeen of the letter, he explains how some people in the early Christianity went through various forms of suffering to a point where they faced the hungry lion and the pain of chopping sticks instead of submitting to the laws of Roman Empire which were largely unjust. It was presented to the clergy or the audience to the letter on whether they were willing to do the same for others (Fulkerson, 1979).
Still, in that strategy adopted in the development of the letter, Martin Luther uses ethos to show how the early Christians always efforts to mesh both the societal and the philosophical issues together. It was a justification that whatever Dr. King was doing was aligned with his values and beliefs as a Christian.  It was also implying that the clergymen were not doing their job as required, and hence, all they are doing is pointing an accusing figure to Martin and distancing themselves from him (Bass, 2001). 
 The strategy applied in the letter was quite effective in passing the intended message. Some of the issues that were highlighted by the author were of great concern, and they needed to be addressed early in advance. The state injustices against the blacks and other rights that were denied was an issue that could only be addressed through a powerful human rights movement led by a visionary leader like Martin. Additionally, it would have been wrong for Martin to sit in Atlanta and ignore the injustices that were happening in Birmingham. He wanted to be a leader who would have brought an effective change to the people of all races through peaceful demonstrations (Bass, 2001). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I think the strategy used in the letter is effective because it appealed to the audience in different ways. First, it is effective due to the manner in which the author was conversant and well informed of the subject matter. The author also used the strategy because he had the backing of the bible and philosophers, such as the Socrates whom he mentions in paragraph nine and twenty-one.  The styles are unique, and they have appealed to ethos, logos, and pathos. Additionally, the metaphors used have conveyed a hope that was expected to bright with no segregation (Fulkerson, 1979). The author of the letter applied sarcasm to attack the clergy who judged him for thinking that what he was doing was wrong. 
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